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Zapping rocks on Mars
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Better understanding Mars means better understanding its geology. That’s why, sitting
atop NASA’s Curiosity rover, is ChemCam, an instrument built by Los Alamos National
Laboratory that shoots lasers at Martian rocks and analyzes the data. After nearly 1,500
rock zaps, ChemCam has uncovered some surprising facts about the Red Planet,
including the discovery of igneous rocks. Soon, a new Los Alamos-built instrument—the
SuperCam—will ride aboard the Mars 2020 rover and bring with it enhanced capabilities
to unlock new secrets about the planet.
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